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	Promoting independence, individuality and an inquisitive mind


23rd March 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,

As a part of your child’s education at Westfield, we promote personal wellbeing and development through a comprehensive Learning for Life curriculum. This subject area gives young people the knowledge, understanding, attitudes and practical skills to live safe, healthy, productive lives and meet their full potential.

The Department for Education has announced changes to relationships and sex education (RSE), which is part of our programme of study. As you may already be aware, the Department for Education has announced changes to relationships and sex education following nationwide consultation. These changes came into effect from September 2020 and all schools are required to comply with the updated requirements. Due to COVID 19 schools have been able to delay this until the summer term 2021. The statutory guidance can be found at:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education
This means that we’ll be reviewing our RSE curriculum and policy so we can be sure our provision is appropriate for our pupils based on their:

· Age

· Physical and emotional maturity

· Religious and cultural backgrounds

· Special educational needs and disabilities

Learning for Life is taught throughout the school in every year group and is monitored and reviewed regularly by the staff and governing body. All teaching takes place in a safe learning environment and is underpinned by our school ethos and values.

As a school community, we are committed to working in partnership with parents and all stakeholders within it and as such we need your feedback to help us do this. We are currently in unprecedented times which makes it a little more challenging to consult with you. To help you understand the curriculum requirements, I have placed information on our website which I would encourage you to read.

https://www.westfieldprimaryschool.com/page/rse/100539
What is taught, and how, is ultimately a decision for the school and consultation does not provide a parental veto on curriculum content as schools are legally required to teach the National Curriculum.

We would like to invite you:

· To take the opportunity to view our draft policy and curriculum intentions

· Complete a questionnaire in order for your feedback to be captured

Consultation Questions (to be completed via our School Spider app)

1. Would you like support at home, on how to speak to your child about relationship and sex?

2. Are there any changes or additions that you think should be made to the RSE Policy?

3. Are there any changes or additions that you think should be made to the RSE Curriculum Outline?

4. Thinking about relationships and sex education, what do you believe is the most important subject area that should be taught for different age groups/key stages and why?

5. Thinking about relationships and sex education, is there an area that you think should not be taught for different age groups/key stages and why?

Parents and carers are invited to read this draft document and complete the consultation questionnaire by Monday 29th March 2021.

Your views are very important to us and we will respond to you on the outcome of this process on Wednesday 31st March 2021. Once we have considered all of the feedback, the finalised Relationships and Sex Education Policy will be uploaded to the school’s website which will also set out the proposed curriculum.

I hope this letter and information on the school website goes some way to answer any questions you may have. If you have any queries or concerns regarding the consultation process, please do not hesitate to contact the school.

S Pope

Miss S Pope 

Headteacher


